
 

Forest School Skills Progression 

 Foundation Stage Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Tool use All children will know: 

 The importance of a ‘safety bubble’ 
around someone working with tools 

 That the workshop area is only for tool 
use 

 
Children may learn to: 

 Safely use a bowsaw to cut wood, with 
the help of an adult 

 Safely use a bit and brace drill, with the 
help of an adult 

 Safely use scissors 

 Use sandpaper to smooth wooden 
surfaces 

 Use a palm drill or gimlet to make holes 
when creating craft items 

All children will know: 

 The importance of a ‘safety bubble’ 
around someone working with tools 

 That the workshop area is only for tool 
use 

 
Children may learn to: 

 Safely use a bowsaw, pruning saw or 
hacksaw to cut wood, working with a 
partner 

 Safely use a bit and brace drill, working 
with a partner or independently 

 Safely use scissors 

 Use sandpaper or a file to smooth 
wooden surfaces 

 Use a hand drill to make holes when 
creating craft items 

All children will know: 

 The importance of using the correct 
tool for a task 

 How to ensure tools are made safe 
after use 

 Know to put pressure on a cut if they 
injure themselves 

 
Children may learn to: 

 Choose the most appropriate saw for a 
task and use it correctly 

 Choose the most appropriate drill to 
make a hole when creating a craft item 
and use it correctly 

 Use sandpaper, files and rasps to 
smooth or finish wood, or to remove 
bark 

 Safely use a hammer and nails when 
creating craft items 

 

All children will know: 

 The importance of using the correct 
tool for a task 

 How to ensure tools are made safe 
after use 

 Learn basic first aid for cuts 
 
Children may learn to: 

 Maintain tools correctly, including 
cleaning them after use 

 Plan projects, selecting tools and 
materials appropriately 

 Set up their own workspace, including 
vices and clamps 

 Independently use saws, drills, files and 
hammers correctly 

 Use carving tools such as knives and 
chisels with adult supervision 

Campfire use  All children will: 

 Learn to keep a safe distance from fire 
and avoid breathing in smoke 

 Use the correct position when working 
with fire 

 Know the importance of safely 
extinguishing a fire after use 

 
Children may learn to: 

 Help build a fire 

 Add fuel safely to a fire 

 Use a fire for a simple purpose e.g. 
toasting marshmallows 

 

All children will: 

 Be able to follow and remind each 
other of key safety rules when working 
with fire 

 Understand that heat rises and the 
implications of this when working with 
fire 

 Be able to safely extinguish a fire  

 Know that fire needs three things: 
oxygen, fuel and heat 

 Know to immediately run a burn under 
cold water for 10 minutes 

 
Children may learn to: 

 Select wood for burning 

 Build a fire 

 Use a fire striker to light a fire 

 Add fuel to a fire 

 Help an adult use a fire for a purpose: 
cooking, making charcoal 

All children will: 

 Be able to follow and remind each 
other of key safety rules when working 
with fire 

 Understand that heat rises and the 
implications of this when working with 
fire 

 Be able to safely extinguish a fire  

 Choose suitable fuel for a fire and know 
the dangers of putting unsuitable items 
on or close to a fire (e.g. petrol, 
batteries, flints) 

 Learn basic first aid for burns 
 
Children may learn to: 

 Split and store firewood 

 Select wood for burning 

 Independently built and light a fire 

 Maintain a fire and use it 
independently for a purpose 

 



Using rope and 
cord 

All children will: 

 Know not to tie cord around 
themselves and others; be aware of the 
dangers of putting cord around 
someone’s neck 

 
Children may learn to: 

 Be able to use cord, tying knots in their 
own way, for craft and construction 
purposes 

All children will: 

 Learn why tying proper knots is useful 

 Know that rope has a high friction 
surface and can cause friction burn, 
and how to avoid this 

 
Children may learn to: 

 Tie key knots including timber hitch, 
reef knot and figure 8 on a bight 

 With guidance, choose the best knot to 
use for a purpose 

All children will: 

 Know how to store ropes correctly 

 Be able to select the most appropriate 
rope or cord for a purpose 

 Use ropes and cords safely 
 
Children may learn to: 

 Tie a range of knots, for example 
timber hitch, reef knot, figure 8 on a 
bight, bowline, clove hitch, sheet bend 

All children will: 

 Know how to store ropes correctly 

 Be able to select the most appropriate 
rope or cord for a purpose 

 Use ropes and cords safely 
 
Children may learn to: 

 Choose and tie the best type of knot to 
use for a purpose 

Crafts and 
traditions 

All children will: 

 Learn that the material wool comes 
from sheep and understand its 
importance to our ancestors and in 
many cultures today 

 
Children may learn to: 

 Work with wool using traditional 
methods such as carding, spinning and 
basic weaving 

All children will: 

 Learn that natural materials were all 
our ancestors had and were therefore 
very important 

 
Children may: 

 Practise traditional crafts such as 
making pomanders, plaiting, finger 
knitting and using knitting dolls 

 

All children will: 

 Learn that wool was not only important 
to our ancestors but is an 
environmentally friendly choice for 
many purposes today 

 
Children may learn to: 

 Work with wool using more advanced 
method such as dyeing, wet-felting, 
needle-felting and a range of weaving 
techniques, e.g. gods’ eyes, using a peg 
loom 

 

All children will: 

 Learn that using natural materials 
rather than man-made is more 
sustainable and important for the 
future of the planet 

 
Children may learn to: 

 Sew traditional items such as lavender 
bags, using needle and cotton 

 Practise more advanced traditional 
crafts such as lacemaking or crochet 

 

Natural 
knowledge 

All children will: 

 Be able to recognise the toxic Lords and 
Ladies plant and know that they must 
not touch it 

 Know that they should be gentle when 
handling any living creature 

 Know that they should treat plants with 
respect 

 
Children may learn to: 

 Identify a small number of minibeasts 

All children will: 

 Be able to identify potentially harmful 
plants in the Forest School, including 
Lords and Ladies and stinging nettles 

 Value living things and handle them 
appropriately 

 
Children may learn to: 

 Identify a small number of minibeasts 

 Identify a small number of bird species 

All children will: 

 Be able to identify harmful plants in the 
Forest School, including Lords and 
Ladies, stinging nettle, bramble and 
thistle. 

 Know that germs breed in standing 
water and to avoid it and mud where 
standing water has recently been 

 
Children may learn to: 

 Identify an increasing range of plant, 
bird and insect species 

 Identify other natural organisms and 
features such as mosses and fungi 

 Make observations about the features 
and behaviour of living creatures 

All children will: 

 Be able to identify harmful plants in the 
Forest School 

 Be able to identify edible plants in the 
forest school and know that all food 
should be washed before eating 

 Know that germs breed in standing 
water and to avoid it and mud where 
standing water has recently been 

 
Children may learn to: 

 Identify a wide range of species 
including plants, animals, birds, insects, 
invertebrates, mosses, lichens, fungi… 

 Know differences between males and 
females of a species 

 Theorise about living things, for 
example why a particular adaptation 
has evolved 

 


